
HOUSE BLESSING 
Just a reminder for all that we are in the 

season of Theophany and I will be doing 

House Blessings until roughly the first week 

in March, when we begin Great Lent. Because 

our homes are extensions of our Church, they 

become little Churches in essence and it is 

appropriate to bless with the waters of 

Theophany. Please contact me and let me 

know when I can offer this blessing for you.  
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I yell out that this isn’t fair and despair begins 
to set in.  
 

Elder Paisios offers us, in the quote above, 
a little correction to our expectations. He is 
correct when he says that most of us do nearly 
nothing. It is Christ who has done everything 
for us already. And He calls to us, asking us to 
give up our pettiness, our anger, our self-
centeredness in exchange for Truth, Life, and 
Love. Despair is the enemy of all of these 
virtues. Even when we feel we have “nearly 
nothing,” that nearly nothing is more valuable 
because it is from Christ. Cling to it. Build 
upon it. Give thanks for it. It will blossom into 
true faith and ultimately into joy.  

 
                                        Fr. David 

 
 

 

THE PLAGUE 
 

“We must not despair when we struggle and 
continuously see nothing but the slightest 

progress.  We all do nearly nothing --- some a 
little more, some a little less. When Christ sees 

our little effort, He gives us an analogous 
token; and so our “nearly nothing” becomes 

valuable, and we can see a little progress. For 
this reason we must not despair, but hope in 

God. — Elder Paisios 
 

I once heard it said that God never asked 
us to be successful, only faithful. That is one 
of those pithy little sayings that we like to nod 
our head to in agreement, but when we 
actually sit down and think about that 
statement, it can be a real challenge to give 
assent to. Most of us want some reward for 
our efforts. When I pray, I have in mind some 
expectation that the prayer I have prayed will 
be answered (as I imagine it should be). 
When I fast, I have an expectation that the 
fasting I have done will lead to some spiritual 
depth, a new and renewed ascetic discipline. 
Without verbalizing it, often when I give to 
someone in need, I have, at least in the dark 
recesses of my mind, some expectation that 
my own needs will be met. And when, as 
often is the case, nothing happens, I am 
tempted to despair. 

Despair is a plague. It is a thing that can 
permeate every part of our life and our 
community if it is allowed to. And it is usually 
born out of the fact that my expectations have 
not been met. I made some sacrifice (usually 
quite small) and I expect some great reward 
from God in return. When it doesn’t happen,  



 

THE FEAST OF THE 
MEETING OF THE LORD 

IN THE TEMPLE  
(February 2) 

 
     Today the Church commemorates an 
important event in the earthly life of our Lord 
Jesus Christ (Luke 2:22-40). Forty days after 
His birth the God-Infant was taken to the 
Jerusalem Temple, the center of the nation's 
religious life. According to the Law of Moses 
(Lev. 12:2-8), a woman who gave birth to a 
male child was forbidden to enter the Temple 
of God for forty days. At the end of this time 
the mother came to the Temple with the child, 
to offer a young lamb or pigeon to the Lord as 
a purification sacrifice. The Most Holy Virgin, 
the Mother of God, had no need of 
purification, since she had given birth to the 
Source of purity and sanctity without 
defilement. However, she humbly fulfilled the 
requirements of the Law.  
 
At this time the righteous Elder Simeon 
(February 3) was living in Jerusalem. It had 
been revealed to him that he would not die 
until he should behold the promised Messiah. 
By inspiration from above, St Simeon went to 
the Temple at the very moment when the 
Most Holy Theotokos and St Joseph had 
brought the Infant Jesus to fulfill the Law.  
 
The God-Receiver Simeon took the divine 
Child in his arms, and giving thanks to God, he 
spoke the words repeated by the Church each 
evening at Vespers: "Lord, now lettest Thou 
Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy 
word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, 
which Thou hast prepared before the face of 
all people, a light to enlighten the Gentiles, 
and the glory of Thy people Israel" (Luke 2:29-
32).  
 

 
 
St Simeon said to the Most Holy Virgin: 
"Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising 
again of many in Israel, and for a sign which 
shall be spoken against. Yea, a sword shall 
pierce through your own soul also, that the 
thoughts of many hearts may be revealed" 
(Luke 2:34-35).  
 
At the Temple was the 84-year-old widow 
Anna the Prophetess, daughter of Phanuel 
(February 3), "who 
did not leave the 
temple, but served 
God with fasting and 
prayers night and 
day. She arrived just 
when St Simeon met 
the divine Child. She 
also gave thanks to 
the Lord and spoke of 
Him to all those who 
were looking for 
redemption in 
Jerusalem" (Luke 
2:37-38). In the icon 
of the Feast she holds 
a scroll which reads: 
"This Child has 
established Heaven 
and earth."  
 
Before Christ was 
born, righteous men 
and women lived by 
faith in the promised 
Messiah, and awaited 
His coming. The 
Righteous Simeon 
and the Prophetess 
Anna, the last righteous people of the Old 
Testament, were deemed worthy to meet the 
Savior in the Temple.  

 
 
The Feast of the Meeting of the Lord is among 
the most ancient feasts of the Christian 
Church. We have sermons on the Feast by the 
holy bishops Methodius of Patara (+ 312), Cyril 
of Jerusalem (+ 360), Gregory the Theologian 
(+ 389), Amphilocius of Iconium (+ 394), 
Gregory of Nyssa (+ 400), and John 
Chrysostom (+ 407). Despite its early origin, 
this Feast was not celebrated so splendidly 
until the sixth century.  

 
In 528, during the 
reign of Justinian, an 
earthquake killed 
many people in 
Antioch. Other 
misfortunes followed 
this one. In 541 a 
terrible plague broke 
out in 
Constantinople, 
carrying off several 
thousand people 
each day. During this 
time of widespread 
suffering, a solemn 
prayer service (Litya) 
for deliverance from 
evils was celebrated 
on the Feast of the 
Meeting of the Lord, 
and the plague 
ceased. In 
thanksgiving to God, 
the Church 
established a more 
solemn celebration 
of this Feast.  
 

 
 

(from www.oca.org) 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

27 28 29 30 31 1 2 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

Great Vespers 

6:30 

 

Meeting of the 

Lord in the 

Temple 

Divine Liturgy 

9:30 

Catechism 4:30  

Great Vespers 

6:30 

 
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Divine Liturgy     

9:30 

 

 

 

  

Akathist to St. 

Nektarios  6:30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Catechism 4:30 

Confession 5:30 

Great Vespers 

6:30 

 

 

 

 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
Divine Liturgy   

9:30 

Sunday School 

 
  

Vespers 6:30 

 

 

 

 

 

Choir Practice 

7:00 

 

 

 

 
 

Catechism 4:30 

Confession 5:30 

Great Vespers 

6:30 

 

 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
Divine Liturgy  

9:30 

Zacchaeus Sunday 

 
 

 

 

Vespers 6:30 

 

  

 

 

Catechism 4:30 

Confession 5:30 

Great Vespers 

6:30 

 

 24 25 26 27 28 1 2 
Divine Liturgy  

9:30 

Publican & Pharisee 

1st and 2nd finding of 

the Honorable Head 

of St. John the Baptist 

 

  

Vespers 6:30 

St. Raphael of 

Brooklyn 

NO FAST 

Choir Practice 

7:00 

   

 

 

 

 

Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, full of grace! From you shone the Sun of Righteousness, Christ our God. Enlightening those who sat in 
darkness! Rejoice and be glad, O righteous elder; you accepted in your arms the Redeemer of our souls, Who grants us the Resurrection.  

 
~Troparion for the Meeting of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in the Temple (February 2) 

 

 

 


