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     St. Simeon the New Theologian gives the 

following teaching about the parable of the final 

judgment: 

     The Son of God has become the Son of Man in order to 

make us men sons of God, raising our nature by grace to 

what He is Himself by nature, granting us birth from 

above through the grace of the Holy Spirit and leading us 

straightway into the Kingdom of heaven, or rather, 

granting us the Kingdom of heaven within us…. 

A man is not saved by having once shown mercy to 

someone…for “I was hungry” and “I was thirsty” is said 

not of one occasion, not of one day, but of the whole of 

life. In the same way, “you gave me food,” “you gave me 

drink,” “you clothed me,” and so on, does not merely 

indicate one incident or action, but a constant attitude to 

everyone always. Our Lord Jesus Christ said that He 

Himself accepts such mercy…in the persons of the needy. 

...it is Him whom we feed in every beggar…Him whom we 

have left to die in our neglect…Our Lord was pleased to 
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The  
JUDGEMENT 

“Then the King will say to those on 

His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed 

of My Father, inherit the kingdom 

prepared for you from the 

foundation of the world:’ for I was 

hungry and you gave Me food; I was 

thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was 

a stranger and you took Me in; I was 

naked and you clothed Me; I was 

sick and you visited Me; I was in 

prison and you came to Me.’” 

 

~Matthew 25:34-36 
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assume the kindness of every poor man…in order that no 

one who believes in Him should exalt himself over his 

brother, but seeing his Lord in his brother, should 

consider himself beneath him…and honor him, and be 

ready to exhaust all his means in helping him, just as our 

Lord exhausted His blood for our salvation. 

A man who is commanded to love his neighbor 

as himself should do so…for his entire 

lifetime… 

A man who loves his neighbor as himself cannot allow 

himself to possess anything more than his neighbor; so 

that if he has more and does not distribute them without 

envy…he does not fulfill our Lord’s command exactly.If he 

who possesses…disdains even one who does not…he will 

still be regarded as one who has disdained Christ our 

Lord. 

His words, “you have done it unto me,” are not limited 

only to those to whom we have been unkind, or whom we 

have wronged, or whose possessions we have taken, or 

whom we have harmed, but include also those whom we 

have disdained. - This latter alone is sufficient for our 

condemnation for, in disdaining them, we have disdained 

Christ Himself. 

All this may appear too hard for people and they may 

think it right to say to themselves: “Who can strictly 

follow all this, satisfying and feeding every- one and 

leaving no one unsatisfied?” Let them listen to St. Paul: 

“For the love of Christ compels us…” (2 Corinthians 

5:14) 

...a man who gives all…has fulfilled the particular 

commandments in one stroke…as he who prays constantly 

has fulfilled the rules of prayer…and he who has God in 

himself…has accomplished everything…(Practical and 

Theological Precepts) 

     It is also the teaching of the spiritual masters that 

what must be given to all men is Christ Himself: the 

Bread of Life, the Living Water, the Home of the 

Father, the robes of salvation, the healing of wounds, 

the liberation and forgiveness of all sins. In this sense 

every man, no matter how rich or how righteous, is 

poor, hungry, thirsty, naked, sick, sinful and 

imprisoned by 

evil and death. 

Thus to “do it to 

the least of the 

brethren” is to 

offer Christ to 

all men, to give 

them the eternal 

and unending 

satisfaction of 

all their needs 

and desires: 

bread which is 

never 

consumed, 

water which eternally satisfies, a home which is never 

lost, garments which do not grow old, healing which 

never suffers again, liberation which can never revert 

to captivity. Thus, “to do it to the least of the 

brethren” is to bring them the Kingdom of God. In 

doing this one offers to all men and so to Christ 

Himself what already belongs to them from God; as 

in the liturgy of the Church we offer to God that 

which already is His. In every case, this is Christ 

Himself. 

We offer to Thee, what is already      

Thine, on behalf of all, and for all.              

(Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom) 

     This, therefore, is perfect love; the love of God and 

the love of man, the love for God and the love for 

man, becoming one and the same love. It is 

accomplished in Christ and is Christ. To love with 

this love is to love with the love of Christ and to fulfill 

His “new commandment” to “love one another even as 

I have loved you.” (John 13:34-35, 15:12) In this is the 

whole of spiritual life. In this, and this alone, man 

will be finally judged. It is the crown of all virtue and 

prayer, the ultimate and most perfect fruit of God’s 

Spirit in man. 
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“...God forgives our sins not merely on the condition that we confess them, but on the condition that we truly hate 

them and try to overcome them. When one saint was asked how we could tell if we were forgiven by God, the reply 

was: “If you hate your sins you are truly forgiven.” 

 

In Christian repentance there is no place for pitying our sins, or justifying them, or explaining them away, or blaming 

them on others or on the “situation” or on human weakness. Sins can only be recognized, confronted, despised and 

rejected by people – and forgiven by God. And there is no more to it than that. 

 

In confession, therefore, we must promise that we will try 

with every method known to us to overcome our sins and 

to correct our lives. Our only promise, however, can be 

that we will try. We cannot seriously guarantee any good 

results. And this is, in fact, all that God desires: a firm 

struggle to overcome. If we make this struggle with all the 

strength and courage in us, then God Himself will give the 

victory – and at the time when He alone sees fit to do so. 

Our sole task is to remain faithful in battle...” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rejoice, O Father Raphael, Adornment of the Holy Church! 
Thou art Champion of the true Faith, 

Seeker of the lost, Consolation of the oppressed, 

Father to orphans, and Friend of the poor, 

Peacemaker and Good Shepherd, Joy 
of all the Orthodox, 

Son of Antioch, Boast of America:  

Intercede with Christ God for us and 
for all who honor thee. 
 

 

 

The Art of Confession _ 
 
 

Adapted from Fr Thomas Hopko’s “When We Confess Our Sins” 

ST. RAPHAEL of BROOKLYN 
February 27 

 



4 
 

 

FEBRUARY 2014  

 
SUNDAY  MONDAY TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY SATURDAY  

 
 

   

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

1 
 

Confession 5:30 
Great Vespers 6:30 

2 
 

Divine Liturgy 9:30 
The Meeting of the 
Lord in the Temple 

 

3 
 

 

4 
 

5 

 
Daily Vespers 6:30 

 

6 
 

7 

 

8 
 

Confession 5:30 
Great Vespers 

6:30 
 

9 
 

Divine Liturgy 9:30 

 

10 
 
 

11 
 
 
 
 

12 
 

Daily Vespers 6:30 

 

13 
 
 

Choir Practice 

14 
 

 

 

15 
 

Confession 5:30 
Great Vespers 6:30 

 
16 

 
Divine Liturgy 9:30 

 

 

17 
 
 

18 19 
 

Daily Vespers 6:30 
 

20 
 

Choir Practice 
 

21 22 
 

Confession 5:30 
Great Vespers 6:30 

 
23 

 
Divine Liturgy 9:30 

Meatfare 

24 
 

1st and 2nd Finding of 
the Head of John the 

Baptist 

25 26 
Daily Vespers 6:30 
Iconography Class 

 

27 
 

Choir Practice 
St. Rapheal 

28  
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"You see that everyone around you is more worthy than you, more honest, more righteous, more humble, more 
pure. And you are joyful because they do not despise you, though you are the last, and wretched.  
They do not disdain your company, but converse with you as an equal, sit down to  
table with you, go to church with you, and never, not in deed, word, nor even  
with a glance, do they ever permit themselves to point out your unworthiness  
and impurity. They endure you next to them, cover your inadequacies,  
mistakes, and sins. They are charitable towards you …even as a friend…  
 
“Isn't this joy, isn't this paradise...? But all these are only the thoughts that come 
 from humility of mind, while humility itself does not live in my wicked heart. I see  
how I should be, but I cannot attain it. Lord, give me humility and Thy meekness,  
and fill my heart with them to the full, so that no place for anything else might  
remain -- only Thy sweet humility."                                                                                New Martyr, Hieromonk Vasily Roslyakov of Optina 


