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The Wisdom of the Wise 
 

“For it is written, ‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and 

the cleverness of the clever I will thwart.’ Where is the wise 

man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? 

Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?”  

1 Corinthians 1:19 

 

Orthodox spirituality, if one can speak about such a 

thing, consists in the sign and image of the Cross. For us 

Orthodox, the Cross, both historically and 

metaphorically, exists as the center of our lives. We are 

constantly drawn back to the image of the Cross, signing 

ourselves with it, seeing it in nature, wearing it around 

our necks, and celebrating it in our liturgical services. As 

a convert, there was a time in my own life when I did not 

make the sign of the Cross over myself. To imagine not 

doing so now seems absurd. The cross is life-giving. 

And this is what causes so much trouble for those 

who do not believe. For the unbeliever, the cross is a sign 

of foolishness, a sign of weakness and absurdity. What 

Christ did by voluntarily giving himself up and 

ascending his cross is the ultimate act of insanity, or so 

our world believes. In Jewish culture, to be hung on a 

cross is to become a curse, not just to be cursed; but you, 

yourself, become a curse. And so those who celebrate the 

cross and enter into Christ’s work take part in that curse. 

The Cross remains foolishness to those who want 

proof – it remains a scandal to those who have made an 

image of God in their own minds. But the true God was 

not able to change the world from without, so he changed 

it from within. He took the worst that we have to offer, 

our hate, our injustice, and our death and filled them 

with himself, destroying them. He gave us instead not 

just a way of living but life itself. 

In Paul’s first epistle to the Corinthians, he reminds 

us of the Scriptures where it is written, ‘I will destroy the 

wisdom of the wise, and the cleverness of the clever I will  
 

thwart.” This is not some meek attempt at philosophizing 

but a violent action – destroy the wisdom of the wise. In 

our lives, do we also attack our doubts, our human 

wisdom in an effort to destroy them? Do we give 

ourselves over completely to faith and belief? Or at the 

very least, do we intend to every day of our lives, 

regardless of how well we fulfill that intention? 

The Cross allows us to make sense of the senseless, to 

take hope from things that seem hopeless, to bring the 

light into the darkness that surrounds. Embrace the Cross; 

carry it with you always in your heart. Allow it to save 

you. 

 

 

 

The Feast of the Nativity of 

the Theotokos 
September 8 

 

The Most Holy Virgin Mary was born at a time when 

people had reached such a degree of moral decay that it seemed 

altogether impossible to restore them. People often said that 

God must come into the world to restore faith and not permit 

the ruin of mankind. 

The Most Holy Virgin Mary was born in the small city of 

Galilee, Nazareth. Her parents were Righteous Joachim of the 

tribe of the Prophet-King David, and Anna from the tribe of the 

First Priest Aaron. The couple was without child, since St Anna 

was barren. Having reached old age, Joachim and Anna did not 

lose hope in God’s mercy. They had strong faith that for God 

everything is possible, and that He would be able to overcome 

the barrenness of Anna even in her old age, as He had once 

overcame the barrenness of Sarah, spouse of the Patriarch (cont) 



 

SEPTEMBER 2013  

 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 
 

  Divine Liturgy 9:30 
 

Church New Year 

 

2 
 

3 4 
 

Daily Vespers 6:30 
Book Study 

 

5 
 

6 
 
 

7 
 

Confession 5:30 
Great Vespers 6:30 

8 
 

Divine Liturgy 9:30 
Sunday School 
Nativity of the 

Theotokos 

 

9 
 

Catechism@ 
Bozeman’s 7:00 

 

10 
 

11 
 

 

12 
 
 

 

13 
 

Great Vespers 6:30 
 
 

14 
Divine Liturgy 9:30 

Confession 5:30 
Great Vespers 6:30 

 
Exaltation of the Cross 

 
15 

 
Divine Liturgy 9:30 

 

16 
 
 

Catechism@ 
Bozeman’s 7:00 

 

17 
 
 
 
 

18 
 

Daily Vespers 6:30 
Book Study 

 

19 
 

20 21 
 

Confession 5:30 
Great Vespers 6:30 

 

22 
 

Divine Liturgy 9:30 
 

ANNUAL MEETING 

23 
 

Catechism@ 
Bozeman’s 7:00 

 
Conception of John 

the Baptist 

24 25 
 

Daily Vespers 6:30 
Book Study 

 
Sergius of Radonezh 

26 
 
 
 
 

St. John the Theologian 

27 28 
 

Confession 5:30 
Great Vespers 6:30 

 

 
29 

 
Divine Liturgy 9:30 

 
30 

 
Catechism@ 

Bozeman’s 7:00 

     

 
(continued) Abraham. Sts Joachim and Anna vowed to dedicate 

the child which the Lord might give them, to the service of God 

in the Temple. Childlessness was considered among the Hebrew 

nation as a Divine punishment for sin, and 

therefore the righteous Sts Joachim and Anna 

had to endure abuse from their own 

countrymen.  

On one of the feastdays at the Temple in 

Jerusalem the elderly Joachim brought his 

sacrifice to offer to God, but the High Priest 

would not accept it, considering him to be 

unworthy since he was childless. St Joachim in 

deep grief went into the wilderness, and there 

he prayed with tears to the Lord for a child. St 

Anna wept bitterly when she learned what 

had happened at the Jerusalem Temple. Never 

once did she complain against the Lord, but 

rather she prayed to ask God’s mercy on her family.  

The Lord fulfilled her petitions when the pious couple had 

attained to extreme old age and prepared themselves by 

virtuous life for a sublime calling: to be the parents of the Most 

Holy Virgin Mary, the future Mother of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Archangel Gabriel brought Joachim and Anna the joyous 

message that their prayers were heard by God, and 

of them would be born a most blessed daughter 

Mary, through Whom would come the Salvation of 

all the World. 

The Most Holy Virgin Mary surpassed in purity 

and virtue not only all mankind, but also the angels. 

She was manifest as the living Temple of God, so 

the Church sings in its festal hymns: “the East 

Gate... bringing Christ into the world for the 

salvation of our souls.”  

The Nativity of the Theotokos marks the change 

of the times when the great and comforting 

promises of God for the salvation of the human race 

from slavery to the devil are about to be fulfilled. 

This event has brought to earth the grace of the kingdom of God, 

a Kingdom of Truth, piety, virtue and everlasting life.  


